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Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre

[image: image1.png]'Northamptonshire
j _—m
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A Local Records Centre is a not-for-profit service run in partnership for the public benefit, which collects, collates, manages and disseminates information of known quality relating to the wildlife, wildlife sites and habitats for a defined geographical area.

The Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre (NBRC) was created in 2006 and is now part of a national network of local Records Centre (LRCs). 

NBRC aims

· To act as a one-stop-shop for biodiversity information in Northamptonshire

· To work with and support all local recorders

· To provide a biodiversity information service, at a local level, to local authorities, statutory bodies and other organisations.

Data management

The main function of NBRC is to manage species and habitat data. NBRC will collate, update and distribute information of known quality on: 
· Protected and priority species. Our top priority is to have access to all protected species records in Northamptonshire including priority species such as national BAP species.
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Statutory and non-statutory designated sites. From Site of Special Scientific Interest to Potential Wildlife Site, our aim is to keep an inventory of all local sites important for wildlife.

· Priority habitats. It is important that we keep an up-to-date distribution of all the habitats within Northamptonshire including BAP habitats.

· Other species found in Northamptonshire. We also need to know the distribution of common species, non-native invasive species and migrating species as a result of climate change.

Data services
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NBRC will endavour making data accessible to all. We provide a data request service where we made data available to a wide range a users from members of the public to local authorites, conservation organisations, utility companies and ecological consultants.

We are working closely with local recorders making sure that they get the support they need to collect, collate and update information. NBRC will act as a secure archive for the data in its care in perpetuity, protecting it from alteration, damage, loss and unauthorised use.

In the future our data will be accessible at various levels on the internet via the NBN Gateway. The National Biodiversity Network is the UK's first web based route to wildlife information. It will enable users to view distribution maps and download UK wildlife data in a secure and control way. 
Why records are important

· To locate and draw accurate distribution of protected and priority species. It is important to know the extent of coverage of such species in Northamptonshire so that under-recorded areas can be targeted for further survey and linkage created between suitable areas.
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To be able to accurately monitor population trends so that necessary measures can be taken to help increase or decrease numbers.

· To support the Wildlife Site systems so that habitats can be managed in a way that enhances wildlife.

· To locate key areas for wildlife but also identify potential areas where damaged habitats can be restored or new habitats created.

· To enable local authorities, organisations and individuals to make well-informed decisions.
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