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Northamptonshire Biodiversity Action Plan

Northamptonshire’s strategy for the conservation of our most threatened species and habitats.

In 1992, at the Earth Summit in Rio, the UK government, along with 150 other countries, signed the Convention on Biological Diversity. This is a commitment to:

"Rehabilitate and restore degraded ecosystems and promote the recovery of threatened species through the development and implementation of plans or other strategies."

The UK's strategy was the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP), launched in 1994. Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs) followed the recognition that "biodiversity is ultimately lost or conserved at the local level." They identify priorities for action and give guidance on implementing targets to reverse the loss of habitats and species.
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“Biological diversity” is the variability among living organisms from all ecosystems: simply the variety of life.

A practicable working definition is:

“The full natural range of habitats and species, as well as the processes and systems that maintain them.”

Why is biodiversity important?

· Conservation of biodiversity is one of the key principles of sustainable development.

· It is a life-support system and provides ecosystem services such as climatic stability, clean air and water, and pollination (see

http://www.ecosystemservices.org.uk/ecoserv.htm).

· There are economic benefits such as the money spent in the county by visitors who come to see wildlife and attractive landscapes. A bio-diverse area is also more likely to be a desirable place to live and work.

· Many people have an interest in wildlife, with 12% of the adult population of the UK being members of environment and/or conservation groups.

· It is an important part of our local heritage and contributes to our immediate environment and quality of life.

· It is often taken for granted but the natural world plays an important part in our everyday lives.

The Northamptonshire Context:

Biodiversity in Northamptonshire is under severe pressure. Most of our countryside consists of arable fields, mainly of little biodiversity value. Additionally, our local wildlife is experiencing one of the highest levels of pressure from development in the whole of the UK. Being within the Milton Keynes and South Midlands Growth Area, we are expecting approximately 5000 new homes per year to be built within Northamptonshire, along with all of the necessary infrastructure that goes along with them.

The current LBAP was revised in 2007/08 and provides guidelines and targets for protecting and enhancing biodiversity within Northamptonshire to be implemented by 2015. Sixteen habitats and 167 species are covered by the LBAP.

Action

The Biodiversity Action Plan is coordinated by a single member of staff, currently based at The Wildlife Trust, but is put into action through a partnership of organisations, known as the Northamptonshire Biodiversity Partnership. 
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Calcareous Grassland is one of the 16 priority habitats that the Biodiversity Partnership is working to protect and enhance. Over the last 60 years it is estimated that up to 80% of these kinds of grasslands have vanished, largely due to changes in agriculture. Calcareous grassland supports a wide range of plants, including the pyramidal orchid pictured here, which is very rare in Northamptonshire. One of the sites on which this orchid now occurs was created from arable land 5 years ago using wildflower seed collected from other sites in the local area. The grassland must be managed by grazing from early autumn to early spring to prevent succession to woodland and to help maintain low soil fertility. The progress of the project is being regularly monitored, and so far is a great success.

Further Information
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Northamptonshire’s Biodiversity Action Plan can be viewed online, plan by plan, or downloaded as a complete document from www.northamptonshirebiodiversity.org. The BAP is currently led by The Wildlife Trust, but is coordinated by the Northamptonshire Biodiversity Partnership.
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