Northamptonshire Biodiversity Action Plan; Partner Action Responsibilities


Natural England

Lead Partner

	General Action Plan
	Action
	Action Code
	Co-lead Partners
	Support Partners

	Advisory and Advocacy
	Natural England to liaise with potential landowners regarding the establishment of a Flagship land management site.
	NOR_AAA_CA_A1
	
	

	
	Produce best-practice guidance leaflets for all 16 BAP habitats.
	NOR_AAA_CA_A2
	
	

	Habitat
	Action
	Action Code
	Co-lead Partners
	Support Partners

	Ancient/Species Rich Hedgerows
	Restore 535 km of hedgerows through the inclusion of appropriate prescriptions in Environmental Stewardship (ES) agreements for the management and enhanced management of hedgerows (ELS options EB2 and EB3)
	NOR_HDG_HC_A3
	
	· FWAG

· RNRP

	Eutrophic Standing Water 

 
	Respond to all planning applications and other proposals subject to a consenting scheme where these have the potential to damage or destroy the features of interest of a eutrophic lake designated as LWS, SSSI or pSPA.
	NOR_ESW_SP_A3
	
	· The Wildlife Trust

· RSPB

	
	Complete one study of the effects of diffuse pollution on designated eutrophic standing waters in Northamptonshire and produce recommendations with an action plan as necessary, by 2015.
	NOR_ESW_RE_A6
	· Environment Agency?
	· Anglian Water

· NEN

· Site Managers

	
	Help landowners to extend and create semi-natural habitats around the margins of eutrophic standing waters to help buffer the effects of diffuse pollution and silt, particularly through effective use of agri-environment schemes.
	NOR_ESW_HS_A7
	
	· The Wildlife Trust

· RSPB

· Landowners

	Lowland Calcareous Grassland


	Restore 10 ha of semi-improved or neglected grassland to LWS standard acid grassland through the implementation of improved management.
	NOR_LCG_HC_A5
	
	

	
	Create 10 ha of calcareous grassland through agri-environment or other grant schemes from arable land and   improved grassland by 2015.
	NOR_LCG_HC_A8
	
	· RNRP

· FWAG

	Lowland Dry Acid Grassland


	Restore 9.5 ha of semi-improved or neglected grassland to LWS standard acid grassland through the implementation of improved management.
	NOR_LAG_HC_A7
	
	· FWAG

· RNRP

	
	Create 4 ha of LWS standard acid grassland through agri-environment or other grant schemes from arable land or improved grassland by 2015.
	NOR_LAG_HC_A10
	
	· RNRP

· FWAG

	Lowland Fens
	Restore 20 ha of lowland fen in areas adjacent to existing fen, reedbed and wet woodland through agri-environment schemes. Funding may be targeted to the Nene Valley.
	NOR_LFE_HS_A6
	
	· RNRP

· FWAG

	Lowland Meadows


	Restore 20ha of lowland meadow from semi-improved or neglected grassland in the Nene Valley by 2015 through agri-environment schemes.
	NOR_LME_HC_A4
	
	· RNRP

· FWAG

	
	Create 20ha of lowland meadow from improved grassland or arable in the Nene Valley by 2015.
	NOR_LME_HC_A7
	· Developers
	· RNRP

· FWAG

	Ponds
	Re-introduction of management of existing ponds through appropriate Environmental Stewardship (ES) prescriptions for target habitats/species.
	NOR_PND_HS_A1
	
	· FWAG

· RNRP

· The Wildlife Trust

	Traditional Orchards
	Identify the means whereby those undertaking traditional management of their orchards have access to appropriate financial gain from doing so, for instance by the sale of products and the provision of services (e.g. education) and Higher Level Stewardship.
	NOR_TOR_CA_A5
	· South Court Environmental


	

	Wet Woodland


	Ensure that existing wet woodland within designated sites is maintained in good condition through the control of water levels.
	NOR_WWO_HS_A1
	· The Wildlife Trust

· Northamptonshire Biodiversity Partnership
	· Anglian Water

· Severn Trent Water

· Environment Agency

	
	Provide management advice and incentives (through agri-environment schemes) to owners of wet woodland outside of designated sites in order that 5 ha achieves LWS condition by 2015.
	NOR_WWO_HS_A3
	
	· Northamptonshire Biodiversity Partnership

	
	Create 2 ha of wet woodland through succession from open water bodies in the Nene Valley by 2015.
	NOR_WWO_HC_A5
	
	· The Wildlife Trust

	Wood-Pasture and Parkland
	Manage wood-pasture and parkland through appropriate Environmental Stewardship (ES) prescriptions.
	NOR_WPP_HS_A2
	
	


Natural England

Support Partner

	General Action Plan
	Action
	Action Code
	Lead Partners
	Support Partners

	Planning and Policy
	Refuse Planning Applications that are received that show potential to damage or destroy a Local Wildlife Site, unless biodiversity gain greater than that which will be lost can be ensured.
	NOR_PAP_PL_A1
	· Local Authorities

· WNDC

· NNDC
	· The Wildlife Trust

· RSPB

	
	Engage Environmental Consultees in the production of Conditions/Section 106 agreements that aim to deliver biodiversity gain.
	NOR_PAP_PL_A3
	· Local Authorities

· WNDC

· NNDC
	· The Wildlife Trust

· RSPB

	Habitat
	Action
	Action Code
	Lead Partners
	Co-Support Partners

	Ancient/Species Rich Hedgerows


	Through section 106 agreements/new developments ensure that all species-rich hedgerows are maintained and 40 km newly created. 
	NOR_HDG_FI_A1
	· Developers

· Local Authorities
	· The Wildlife Trust 

	
	Identify hedgerows which are currently over-managed or in poor condition in the target areas of the Nene Valley, Rockingham Forest and Yardley-Whittlewood Ridge and provide maintenance and enhancement advice to landowners
	NOR_HDG_CA_A2
	· The Wildlife Trust 
	

	Eutrophic Standing Water 
	Monitor the occurrence and impacts of invasive alien species (e.g. mink, white-clawed crayfish, crassula) in eutrophic habitats and where necessary, identify control measures in management plans and implement accordingly.
	NOR_ESW_SU_A4
	· Site managers
	· The Wildlife Trust

	Floodplain Grazing Marsh 


	Restore 5 ha of relict FGM from degraded sites no longer meeting BAP definition (e.g. agriculturally improved or with poor hydrological regime) by 2015.
	NOR_FGM_HC_A5
	· The Wildlife Trust
	

	
	Advise planning authorities, landowners and mineral companies on creating FGM as part of applications for mineral quarrying in the Earls Barton area, to contribute to an overall long-term target beyond 2015 of c.100-200 hectares.
	NOR_FGM_CA_A7
	· RSPB
	· The Wildlife Trust

· Environment Agency

	Lowland Fens
	Manage the water level at Southfield Farm Marsh SSSI in order to maintain the area of lowland fen.
	NOR_LFE_HS_A2
	· The Wildlife Trust
	

	Lowland Heathland
	Establish a minimum of 10 ha of heathland at Harlestone Firs by ride widening and tree felling by 2015.
	NOR_LHE_HC_A2
	· The Wildlife Trust
	

	Ponds


	Restore x ponds through ES to at least LWS standard and to reflect the character of existing ponds within the locality.
	NOR_PND_HC_A2
	· The Wildlife Trust
	· FWAG

· RNRP



	
	Through section 106 agreements/new developments ensure that ponds of LWS standard are created, restored or enhanced wherever appropriate.
	NOR_PND_HC_A3
	· Developers

· Local Authorities

· WNDC

· NNDC
	· The Wildlife Trust



	
	Encourage the creation of new ponds through the use of ES and other funding streams. A full range of successional stages should be created at every pond, from open water, through marginal zones, to scrub, woodland or grassland.
	NOR_PND_HC_A4
	· RNRP
· FWAG
	· The Wildlife Trust

	Reedbed
	Advise planning authorities, landowners and mineral companies on creating high quality reedbed as part of applications for mineral quarrying in the Earls Barton area, to contribute to an overall long-term target beyond 2015 of 100-130 hectares.
	NOR_RBD_CA_A6
	· RSPB
	· The Wildlife Trust

· Environment Agency

	Traditional Orchards


	Provide information on appropriate management for orchards to their owners and to those wishing to plant orchards in order to attain, maintain and enhance the biodiversity of their habitats.
	NOR_TOR_CA_A2
	· South Court Environmental
	

	
	Identify appropriate sites for the creation of additional traditionally managed orchards and undertake, or encourage there to be undertaken, the planting and maintenance of such orchards.
	NOR_TOR_HC_A3
	· South Court Environmental
	· The Wildlife Trust



	Wood-Pasture and Parkland


	Promote a balanced, risk-based approach to tree safety works, considering the biodiversity value of standing dead wood and advocating crown reduction as opposed to whole tree removal where this can reduce the public risk to a suitable level.
	NOR_WPP_CA_A4
	· Forestry Commission
	· The Wildlife Trust



	
	Identify sites that are suitable for restoration which still support a number of ancient trees and/or parkland features. Restoration to be achieved through ES or England Woodland Grants Scheme (EWGS).
	NOR_WPP_HC_A5
	· Forestry Commission
	· The Wildlife Trust

	Species
	Action
	Action Code
	Lead Partners
	Co-Support Partners

	Otter 
	Ensure that new infrastructure developments incorporate the needs of otters, e.g. passes under new roads. These measures should be implemented on all river catchments in anticipation of the otter population expanding.
	NOR_OTT_HS_A4
	· Local Authorities

· WNDC

· NNDC
	· Environment Agency




