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Local Wildlife Sites in Northamptonshire

Local Wildlife Sites are areas of land rich in wildlife. They are places where species and habitats flourish because of past management and are the most important areas for biodiversity outside legally protected sites. 
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Wildlife Sites can be wetlands, ancient woodlands, heaths, pastures, roadside verges, hedgerows and meadows, and make a network of natural sites accross the UK. Wildife Sites make up the fabric of our countryside and are wildlife refuges in towns and cities.

The survival of Wildlife Sites depends on owners and managers sympathetic to the needs of wildlife. Most Wildlife Sites are privately owned and it is through the goodwill of the owners that the sites have retained their wildlife value. As Wildlife Sites are usually on private land, there is no inferred right of public access.

The Wildlife Sites System

The system for identifying Wildlife Sites in Northamptonshire is based on a partnership involving the Wildlife Trust, local authorities, statutory conservation agencies, local naturalists and landowners.

When designating a site, the following regarding habitat and species information are taken into account:

· National priorities,

· Local distinctiveness,

· Threats and declines.
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It is often however not that straightforward, and a number of other supplementary factors must be taken into consideration. These include historical documentation or features, linkages with sites of National or International importance, and the presence of a range of sub-habitats within the site.

Veteran trees take hundreds of years to grow so the habitat that they provide cannot be recreated easily. The safeguard of sites with veteran trees is therefore an important step to protecting biodiversity.

Biodiversity Data

Local Wildlife Sites are surveyed and monitored regularly and therefore create the most comprehensive data set of biodiversity in the county. This data set provides baseline evidence of BAP habitats, allows targeted habitat management and restoration, and guides the provision of Biodiversity Enhancement and Green Infrastructure.

The availability of information about where Wildlife Sites are and why they are important allows owners, planners and conservation bodies to work together to make informed decisions about the future of these sites. Available funding can then be targeted where it can be of most value in protecting biodiversity.

The Planning Process

Planning and Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation recognises that Local Wildlife Sites have a fundamental role to play in:

· Helping to meet overall national biodiversity targets, 

· Contributing to the quality of life and the well-being of the community,

· And in supporting research and education.

The wildlife value of sites is taken into account when Local Plans are prepared and when decisions are taken in line with these Local Plans. Identification of Wildlife Sites aids this process by making it immediately obvious those areas that are of greatest wildlife value. Local Wildlife Sites must therefore be considered before permitting development that would result in their loss or deterioration. 
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Distribution of Local Wildlife Sites in Northamptonshire

There are currently approximately 800 Local Wildlife Sites in Northamptonshire, and around 2000 sites that have been identified as having potential to meet the Local Wildlife Site criteria, but are yet to be surveyed, or only narrowly miss the standard required.
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